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               Mercy always pierces evil 

 

 
  19 Nov, 2023 

 
 “Mercy always appeals to the goodness of each person, even though it be dormant and numbed. Far from bringing destruction, as we so often desire or want to bring about ourselves, mercy seeks to transform each situation from within. Herein lies the mystery of divine mercy. It seeks and invites us to conversion, it invites us to repentance; it invites us to see the damage being done at every level. Mercy always pierces evil in order to transform it.” — Pope Francis                                                                                     Reflection                                  : Who or what has invited you to see your own goodness in the recent past? Do you tend to look for the goodness or the faults of people you interact with on a regular basis? Take a few minutes to rest in the mystery of divine mercy and allow God’s mercy to well up within you then flow through you in addressing damage in your corner of the world.                                                                                                                                     This content comes to you from                                  Our Sunday Visitor                                   courtesy of your parish or diocese.
 

 
   

 

 

 

 
       November 19, 2023 

 

 
  19 Nov, 2023 

 
 Mt 25:14-30                                                                                                                                     Jesus continues his teaching about the coming of the Son of Man. The parable of the talents is specifically concerned with the judgment, the moment the master returns to find that two of his servants have invested and doubled all he gave them while the third did nothing. So, it is in the preparation for Jesus’ return. The preparation must be constant, intense and full of fruitful action.                                                                                     Show us the way out of hiding to life and living focused on what is and what is to come.                                                                                     This content comes to you from                                  Our Sunday Visitor                                   courtesy of your parish or diocese.
 

 
   

 

 

 

 
       Preparing for the master’s joy 

 

 
  By Father Joshua J. Whitfield 
 • 
 17 Nov, 2023 

 
 This parable of the talents is subject to a variety of interpretations.                                                                                     Some argue that it’s a parable about first-century Jews and Jewish Christians, the former (symbolized by the third servant in the story) burying the “                                  talents                                  ” of Judaism, refusing to take part in the ingathering of gentiles in the advent of Christ. By this interpretation, Matthew seems to be criticizing those who failed to accept Jesus as the Christ, forfeiting thereby their part in God’s fuller saving plan. The first two servants, by contrast, didn’t hoard the                                  treasures                                   of Judaism, the promises and covenants; thus, they’re welcomed into the “master’s joy” (Mt 25:21-23).                                                                                     Whether this interpretation is accurate is something, of course, for scholars to argue. Undoubtedly, however, for those outside Matthew’s community, the parable quickly became a story about believers’ share and participation in the spread of the kingdom of God. We know that Paul had to get onto lazy believers at Thessalonica (cf. 1 Thes 5:14). We know that some may have mistakenly thought Jesus’ return was to happen so soon that they needn’t worry about much of anything, neither work nor evangelization. It’s very likely that early in the life of this parable it was read in this way: as an exhortation for believers to continue on as what Pope Francis has long called “missionary disciples” (Evangelii Gaudium, No. 120). “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations,” Jesus says (Mt 28:19). The Gospel does not make idlers. That seems to be the point.                                                                                                                                     Busy in the Kingdom                                                      But how should believers busy themselves in the work of the Kingdom? Perhaps this gives us a clue how to read the next parable Matthew offers. “I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me,” the Son of man says seated on his throne (Mt 25:35). As believers, how do we invest our talents well? By living the life Jesus taught us to live — lives of joy and proclamation and service. By making sure we’re Christians in deed, as well as in word.                                                                                     We needn’t worry about when exactly the Lord will return. As Paul said, “You have no need for anything to be written to you” (1 Thes 5:1). That we know he will return is enough for us. If anything, we know it will be a surprise. What matters is that we realize and act as “children of the light and children of the day” and not children of darkness (1 Thes 5:4-5). And that means we continue our days as humble servants of the Lord, doing works of light even though it is at present dark. We’re to live and act as if heaven is already our reality; because, of course, in a certain sense it is.                                                                                     So, somewhat strangely, we are to prepare for the second coming of Christ by not thinking about it too much. Rather, we are to prepare for his coming by                                  tending                                   to the loves and graces — the presence of Christ — immediately present in our lives now. In the sacraments, in the word of God, in the practice of charity, works of mercy: that’s our focus. God will take care of the rest. As my football coach dad used to tell his linemen, “Take care of the man in front of you. The game will take care of itself.” That, really, is good advice for Christians too.                                                                                     Don’t worry too much about the history of the world or when Christ is coming back to right all the wrongs we see and experience. Instead, love and serve others here and now. Find the Christ who is close and hidden. Find the hungry, the thirsty, the imprisoned and lonely; find them and you will find Christ. And then when you do — or at some other mysteriously merciful point — you’ll find that your talents have increased. And you’ll know the Master’s joy.                                                                                     November 19, 2023 – 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time                                  Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31                                                      Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5                                                      1 Thes 5:1-6                                                      Mt 25:14-30                                                                                     This article comes to you from                                  Our Sunday Visitor                                   courtesy of your parish or diocese.
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  13 Nov, 2023 
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